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vitiated, as we have already shown., by his
confusion between infinite and indefinite;
but it is worth while to quote one of his
special instances in this chapter; as a speci-
men of the kind of reasoning which an
eminent writer on logic can sometimes em-
ploy. In reference to Sir W. Hamilton's
assertion, that infinite space would require
infinite time to conceive it, he says, " Let us
try the doctrine upon a complex whole, short
of infinite, such as the number 695,788. Sir
W. Hamilton would not, I suppose, have
maintained that this number is inconceivable.
How long did he think it would take to go
over every separate unit of this whole, so as
to obtain a perfect knowledge of the exact
sum, as different from all other sums, either
greater or less?"

It is marvellous that it should not have